
How to revise for GCSE 

Science



Know

Master

Apply

*Interleve
Grades 7-9

What do we need to do? How will we do it?



The first time we see information we 

‘know’ it, but students must review, 

revise and consolidate to make sure 

that they ‘master’ knowledge.

This makes identification of question 

matter easier in exams and saves 

time.

Students must explain science using specific 

scientific vocabulary.



How can students ‘master’ content?
Flashcards

Look, cover, write, check…

Quiz questions



Active note taking involves turning the material 

into a different format…

Simply copying notes is passive and limited in 

impact. 

Students must process information to ensure active 

learning.



So many great YouTube channels for you to use, some of our favourites are;

Cognito https://www.youtube.com/c/Cognitoedu

Fuseschool https://www.youtube.com/c/fuseschool/playlists

FreeScienceLessons https://www.youtube.com/c/Freesciencelessons

Required Practicals https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-TM-z1-

tmX1iK_H4SxVhww

Useful Science Websites…
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How can students check that they have mastered content?

Quick fact recall questions – revision 

guide, Educake online, definition 

checks, YouTube Videos with 

questions.



Biology Chemistry Physics

Subtle differences in the specialisms and how we prepare

Knowledge

Key terminology

Application

Required Practicals

Abstract contexts

Knowledge

Key terminology

Application

Required Practicals

Using Periodic Table

Knowledge

Key terminology

Application

Required Practicals

Equation sheet 2023

Units

Calculator required for every science exam!



The most important step, applying knowledge to exam questions.

Know

Master

Apply
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Grades 7-9



When approaching a 

question;

1.What is the topic?

2.What are the command

words… describe, explain, 

compare, evaluate.

3.What is the question 

specifically looking for?

4.Has there been any 

information provided that 

you must use?

5.What key scientific 

terms will you make sure 

are in your answer?



Useful Science Websites…
• Physics and Maths Tutor: https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/

Summary notes, flashcards, mind maps and practise questions for every 

topic. 

about:blank


Past Papers

Combined Science Past Papers and Mark schemes

https://revisionscience.com/gcse-revision/science/science-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-

science-past-papers

GCSE Biology Past Papers

https://revisionscience.com/gcse-revision/biology/biology-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-

biology-past-papers

GCSE Chemistry Past Papers

https://revisionscience.com/gcse-revision/chemistry/chemistry-gcse-past-papers/aqa-

gcse-chemistry-past-papers

GCSE Physics Past Papers

https://revisionscience.com/gcse-revision/physics/physics-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-

physics-past-papers
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YouTube Walking Talking 

mocks
https://www.youtube.com/@YTScienceTeacher

Triple papers on this link.

For Combined Science only search on YouTube

‘Combined Science walkthrough’

about:blank


The key points
• Revision needs to involve active strategies (not just reading!)

• You cannot do enough past questions – move away from making notes and 

out of your comfort zone to complete practice questions.

When approaching a question;

1. What is the topic?

2. What are the command words… describe, explain, compare, evaluate.

3. What is the question specifically looking for?

4. Has there been any information provided that you must use?

5. What key scientific terms will you make sure are in your answer?

• Use spaced retrieval and interleaving so that you have to decipher the 

question content before you begin.



What’s next?

• Bespoke plans in each class and subject to review areas of weakness from mock exams.

• Homework and self-study are vital – please support us in ensuring students are 

completing.

• Wednesday revision after school

• Lunch time revision sessions 



Combined

Science

Tiers & grading
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